
#7000Homes



Thank you for your interest in participating in our campaign for safe and affordable
housing for everyone. We are asking the Victorian Government to commit to building
7000 homes every year for the next 10 years. 

In this pack, you will find all the information you need to get your classroom involved in
the campaign. We're excited to see what you come up with!

What's included

Information &
resources

The first few pages of this document contain
information about CISVic, how to use the
pack, the campaign, and homelessness. This
includes a section for other resources to look
at and a sample lesson plan.

Origami instructions

The following pages contain instructions on
how to make the origami houses. You may
choose to print them for when you run your
activity.

Posters

The last pages of this document contain
several posters. These can be used in any
displays created by your class or simply
shared digitally for educational purposes.
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Housing and homelessness

Housing is one of our ongoing advocacy focuses.

Housing is important for a person's overall wellbeing. Feeling safe, warm, and rested
gives people a chance to participate fully in society.

Homelessness can lead to poor physical and mental health because of the difficulties
accessing and storing nutritious food, constant concerns about shelter and safety, and
lack of access to medical treatment due to financial hardship or travel. 

Homelessness also impacts people's rights to safety and privacy because they might not
have a space where they can live and store their belongings without fear of harm. This is
also true of accommodations such as rooming houses where shared facilities may leave
people feeling unsafe. 

Finally, homelessness can be a barrier to employment due to discrimination, and difficulty
managing immediate survival needs alongside participating in the workforce.

CISVic

Community Information & Support Victoria (CISVic) is the peak body representing local
community information and support services (formerly Citizens Advice Bureaus).

Our local services assist people experiencing personal and financial difficulties by
providing information, referral and support services including Emergency Relief.

We direct people who need help to local centres for services. We liaise with local, state
and federal governments on behalf of local centres for funding and support. We
undertake research and training.

CISVic and its members are committed to volunteering and offer a range of opportunities
for people to work with us.

If you have any questions about this pack or the campaign, please contact us on:
(03) 9672 2000 or admin@cisvic.org.au
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Kids Helpline - www.kidshelpline.com.au 

Homelessness Australia - https://homelessnessaustralia.org.au 

ABC News - www.abc.net.au 

These materials have been developed for children in Grades 4-6 in consultation with two
Victorian primary school teachers. 

The content has been developed drawing on materials developed by: 

How this material can be used

Integrated studies  

Art classes  

Suggested curriculum links:  

Teacher discretion is required before talking about homelessness or presenting
videos as it may cause distress for some children. 

http://www.kidshelpline.com.au/
https://homelessnessaustralia.org.au/
http://www.abc.net.au/


We want to raise awareness about
the urgent need for more social
and public housing. We aim to
influence Victorian Government policy
by creating origami houses for
collective display.

Help us make 7000 origami
houses. That's how many new
homes we need every year in Victoria
for the next 10 years. Creating
origami houses is an engaging
activity with the potential to involve a
wide range of people and groups.
This is a great opportunity to raise
awareness, discuss and educate our
communities on homelessness in
Victoria.

At the end of the campaign we will
bring together and display all the
houses created. This will send a
vibrant and impactful message to the
Victorian Government.

Timing
The campaign will run for 3 months,
launching in Homelessness Week 
(1-7 August) and culminating in 
Anti-Poverty Week (17-23 October). 

Campaign asks

commit to increasing social and
public housing stock by 70,000
over the next ten years. That’s
7,000 homes per year for the
next 10 years. This number covers
the existing applicants and the
expected rise in people waiting for
social housing.

build on its four-year Big Housing
Build and establish and sustain a
steady long-term pipeline of new
public and community housing
stock. 

We need more social and public
housing so everyone in Victoria has
a home. 

Late this year, the Victorian
government will be releasing its Ten-
Year Strategy for Social and Affordable
Housing. 

We're calling on the Victorian
Government to commit to a steady
ongoing pipeline of building new

public and social housing.
  
We are asking the state government to: 

Our campaign

Housing is an ongoing advocacy focus for CISVic and this campaign was developed in
collaboration with the Advocacy Working Group (drawn from member agencies).
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What is homelessness?
Homelessness means that a person doesn’t have a stable or safe place to live.  

Students may have seen people sleeping on the streets. This can be very distressing to
see for many people. But homelessness is not just about sleeping on the streets
(‘sleeping rough’).  

Homelessness can include: 

Couch surfing’ (staying a night or two at another person’s
house, often on the couch or spare bed) 

Sleeping outside e.g. under a bridge or on the street 

Living or sleeping in a car 

Staying in a housing shelter, hostel or refuge 

Living in an abandoned house or building 

Staying in overcrowded housing 

Living in temporary accommodation

#7000Homes
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Homelessness can affect anyone

Not enough affordable housing
Rising cost of living
Centrelink payments too low
Low wages
Insecure employment
Family troubles 
Violence and abuse 
Mental and physical health issues
Drug and alcohol use 

There are a number of reasons why people can become homeless. These can include:

What are the impacts of being homeless?

Find a job 
Stay connected with family, friends, and others 
Look after their physical and mental health 

Even if a person becomes homeless for just a short period of time, the impacts can last a
long time.

It may be harder for people to: 

It can also affect how a person feels about themselves, their schooling, ability to cope
with everyday stresses, and alcohol and drug use. 
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Videos

Hidden Homelessness – Couch Surfing: https://youtu.be/GMgeO9LgCgA
Homelessness from a child’s perspective: https://youtu.be/0UQEoiPajc8

Teacher’s discretion required. Please view before showing your students. 

For additional videos, see the Council of Homeless Persons website: chp.org.au

Fact Sheets
Homelessness in Victoria (Council to homeless persons)
Homelessness in Australia  (Homelessness NSW)
Youth Homelessness in Australia (Homelessness NSW)

Websites
Community Information & Support Victoria: cisvic.org.au/7000homes
Council to Homeless Persons: chp.org.au/homelessness 
Homelessness Australia: homelessnessaustralia.org.au 

References
Kids Helpline, 'Homelessness'. https://kidshelpline.com.au/teens/issues/homelessness 

Cansdale, D. 'How to talk to your children about homelessness a  way they understand',
2018, Jun 12. www.abc.net.au/news/2018-06-12/how-to-expalin-homelessness-to-
choldren/9840734 
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Calling all

Students!

This activity involves you making and
decorating an Origami House.  

This link will give you a step-by-step guide
to create your paper house: 
CISVic Origami House Instructions
 
Don’t forget to pause so you can follow the
visual instructions (be careful of the tricky part
at the 2.10-minute mark of the video!). 

Materials needed:
A square piece of paper. Suggestion: you can trim an A4 piece of paper into a square
(here's a video about how to turn an A4 sheet into a square)

Scissors

Anything to decorate with - pencils, textas, oil pastels, stickers etc.

Homelessness in Victoria
Over the next couple of months CISVic - Community Information & Support Victoria (a
not-for-profit organisation helping people in need) - is highlighting the number of people
without safe and stable houses in Victoria. They're calling for more social and public
housing to be built to help end homelessness. They need 7000 origami houses for a big
display to get the attention of people in Government. 

We would like to collect as many of your Origami Houses as possible so that they can be
included in the CISVic display (event & place of display yet to be decided).

Have fun and don’t forget to take a photo of your house and email it to your 
 Teacher! Please bring your Origami House back to school when we return.

https://www.cisvic.org.au/sites/default/files/How%20to%20make%20an%20origami%20house.pdf
https://youtu.be/8HtNh0meDdE
https://youtu.be/8HtNh0meDdE
https://youtu.be/8HtNh0meDdE
https://youtu.be/8HtNh0meDdE
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We need your help to reach our goal of 7000 origami houses for our final display! 

To be included in the display houses need to be sent to us before 6 October 2021

There are a couple of ways to send us the houses you make: 

CISVic
Suite 907, Level 9,

343 Little Collins Street
Melbourne, VIC 3000

1. Post your houses to: 

2. Drop them off at your local agency. 
    Find your nearest agency: cisvic.org.au/find-your-local-agency

Share what you make online #7000Homes

https://www.cisvic.org.au/find-your-local-agency


Activity Ideas

Video instructions: https://bit.ly/OrigamiHouseVid

https://bit.ly/OrigamiHouseVid
https://youtu.be/xghC-JgLZdY


Activity Ideas

6.

4. Turn over. Fold edges
toward crease.

Flip over. Decorate &
write a message!

2. Fold edges toward centre
crease.

3. Create crease in centre.

5. Open top corners and
flatten.

1. Create crease in centre 
of square paper.

Use the instructions below or watch a video here:
https://bit.ly/OrigamiHouseVid

https://bit.ly/OrigamiHouseVid


Activity Ideas

Share your origami house online #7000Homes
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To download a separate file of the following posters and more, or to find them in an
image file format, please follow this link:

School Pack posters (Google Drive)

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1kwc6h8VfiZqJ6SF8oPSdnWEe3cWxtHp9?usp=sharing


a safe & stable 
place to live

#7000Homes

means NOT having

Homelessness
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Did you know?

will be homeless tonight

More than

and

They include families with children, young people, older
people, single adults and people with disabilities. 

24,000 Victorians

116,000 Australians
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Every day
Australian

homelessness
services have to

turn away 
250

people
because there aren’t


